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Dear Friends and Family
Well its time again for an up-date on what is going on with us here in Mozambique.
The Beach House has been very busy for the last three months, and some weeks it has seemed like we have had non-stop wall-to-wall guests. It’s a good job that Helen has been on her ‘Winter Holiday’ (yes I did say WINTER) from school during this period, or we would never have coped. Unfortunately that means she didn’t get much of a holiday, but she says she is looking forward to getting back to the teaching. Probably because compared with the last few hectic weeks, saying hello and goodbye to old friends and new, dealing with delayed arrivals and last minute changes in travel plans, making the same beds for the fifth time in six days etc, even teaching is easier work.

Added to that of course, winter is the time here when its cool enough to do some of the maintenance work. So Jeff has had his willing apprentice passing tools and making tea, while he repairs locks, refits weather warped doors, hangs curtains and builds shelf units etc. We wanted to try and build a Play Area for the children, but we have run out of funds so that will have to wait until more become available.
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As we told you all last time, we now have our own internet connection via Teledata (the local ISP). Not having to make the trek to the Internet Café up in the City Centre, has made quite a difference to the amount of time we have available for other things. It also has meant that when something doesn’t get out the first time, its easy to try later in the day or early the next morning. We have discovered that around 11 in the evening or 4 in the morning are good times to try. We are also looking into the possibility of having our own Web Site, and Jeff has already created the site and we are looking for a Web Host that we can afford. If we can get the site up and running, this will be another way you can access our newsletter in the future.
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In the last Newsletter we mentioned that Anacleto and Jeff were running a monthly networking and training session for a number of pastors from some of the poorer parts of the city. This has now extended its self to three Saturday mornings a month. Two of the three are for the pastors, and the other one is for the Youth workers and young people in their churches. Helen has been involved with the young peoples one, since the pastors specifically asked if we could teach them some different ways of communicating the Gospel to their peers. With the help of Ezekiel, Anacleto’s worship leader, we have been encouraging them to use Music, Dance and Drama as a way of preaching, teaching and worshiping that is relevant to all ages. Not that they needed much encouraging to do the first two, since they were born with rhythm. But for some of them the idea of using Drama, Dance Drama or Mime to portray the love of God or the deeper things of the Spirit, was a revolutionary idea. We are not sure what they will make of Banners, Flags and Pictures etc. 

From and early age the children are encouraged to sing, but Africans seldom write the words of a song down so they tend to keep them simple and repetitive. As they seek to know God more, they are feeling the need to have more meaningful songs of praise and worship. In several of the city churches they feel these need to be in a mixture of Sena/Shona, Portuguese and English, in order to meet the needs of their mixed congregations. Many of the songs they already have are sung in at least two languages.
Jeff is still teaching at the AOG (Africa) Bible College, and trying desperately to get through the Bible History Syllabus in the time allocated. Not so easy to do, when it has to be translated and the group ask lots of questions. There is a real desire in these people not only to know what God’s Word says, but to see and understand how it applies to their lives, their calling as Leaders and Pastors, and the lives of their congregations. They just get so blessed when they realise that the Bible teaches things that are directly applicable to their lives, not just the lives of those who live in the rich and affluent countries.
The plan for Computer and English Lessons are still going ahead, even though things here take a lot longer to set up. Much of our time at the moment is spent in talking with people and developing relationships, and to succeed in Africa we will need to do considerably more of this before we really see the ‘work’ side of what we came to do taking off. Most missionaries who come here spend the first year or two doing nothing but language studies, whilst because God clearly told us we were to come like the Apostle Paul, and  do ‘tentmaking’ for our personal needs, we have been involved in ministry right from the beginning.
Anacleto constantly encourages us not to think of all the talking as a waste of time, just because to other western eyes it might seem like it! He is very positive about what we are doing, and keeps telling us just to hang on in there because are building relationships will soon start to ‘bring forth fruit for our labour’. And we our selves have begun to notice how more and more people not only greet us in the street now, but also want to stop and chat even when all we can say to one another is a few English or Portuguese phrases. There is one aspect of this however that we do still need your prays on, and that’s our ability to remember faces. Jeff especially use to find it hard enough remembering his pupils and colleagues back in England, but we both have problems here where less make up, fewer differences in hair style, and simpler clothes often give us fewer clues to work with.
We recently went to see the work at the largest mission station in Mozambique, called Maforga It’s a good two hour drive from Beira, but we were interested because they have recently developed a Vocational Training Centre there with Classrooms and Training Workshops for Carpentry, Wood Machining and Metalwork/Welding. The work itself has been established for over twenty-five years, but like many they concentrated on dealing with the immediate needs in the aftermath of the Civil War. Now they recognise there is a need to move on, and help the country move into the next phase of its development. Like us, they identified Vocational Education as one positive contribution they could make, and this includes Basic Computer Skills, so they are very interested in seeing the Course Materials that Jeff already has prepared. We intend to take some of the materials up next time we go, and also to talk about such possibilities as training some Mozambican staff to use it, and/or translating it into Portuguese.
We are sorry to say we don’t have any pictures of Maforga, but unfortunately we have had our Digital Camera stolen. We believe it may have been taken by a member of the house staff who has now left us, and it means that we have to rely on borrowing other peoples photo’s when we want to illustrate something particular in a Newsletter. Our thanks goes to the members of various English Oasis Teams and Brian Rensford from Australia, who have willingly allowed us to use some of their photo’s in this edition.

Amongst all the talking, there are things happening, a South African organisation called Little Seeds has put a proposal to a Dutch Children’s Charity which may include some work for Words of Wisdom Lda (our Mozambican company). The Dutch charity were considering registering a company in Beira as the delivery arm of a new Child Sponsorship Programme, but Little Seeds have suggested that the consider retaining us as managing consultants since we are already registered here. But we still consider all these things to be our ‘tentmaking’ and our real ministry to be here at the Beach House.
The vision for the Beach House that God gave to Ron and Dorothy all those years ago is still relevant today. There is still the need here in Beira for a place where missionaries and church/aid workers can find a clean, safe, friendly family home, where they can relax and unwind. And for a place where first time visitors to Africa can find help, encouragement and security, as they start a new work or undertake a short term mission etc. The work they come to do can vary from building a church, helping in an orphanage, children’s outreach (often called Ministry of Fun) to training workshops and seminars for pastors and leaders. The one thing they all have in common is the need for somewhere to go when the work is over for the day, where they can talk things over with people who understand their difficulties and where their coming from. This is the sort of place we try and help Anacleto and Carmelia to provide.
Although things here are not perfect, because in true African style the water often runs out or there are power cuts just when you least need them. And some people find it very difficult to cope with the situation, either because they feel a little guilty that they have so much when these people have so little, or because they can’t understand why things don’t work as efficiently as they do in America, or Europe. However, you also meet some amazing people, like Fred and Grace who have been with us for much of this month. They came to the mission field six weeks after the got married in 1955, and they are still active today. Fred is 79 and Grace is 72, but they still put in 8-10 hour days encouraging Pastor and Leaders to plant new churches and win souls. I just pray we are still as active in the ministry at that age.
God bless you all

Jeff and Helen

PS

If you would like to let us know your news, you can e-mail us at wordsofwisdom@teledata.mz. We can also keep in touch with you then, where ever we are in this World.el
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When you’ve got rhythm in your feet you can’t help dancing





On Sunday, everybody sings!!
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